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probably lacked some of the commanding elements of character, as he 
certainly did the sternness and austerity, that marked his successor. 
He felt, in the latter years of his life, that he was suffering unmerited 
neglect. In 1630 he had removed to the part of Salem which in 1668 
was incorporated under the name of Beverly. In 1671, with thirty- 
four others, he petitioned the General Court that this name might be 
changed for that of his native place, Budleigh, and supported the prayer 
of said petition by a memorial of his own, commencing as follows : 
" The humble petition of Eoger Conant, of Bass Eiver alias Beverly, 
who hath bin a planter in New England fortie yeers and upwards, be- 
ing one of the first, if not the very first, that resolved and made good 
any settlement, under God, in matter of plantation, with my family in 
this collony of the Massachusetts Bay, and have bin instrumental, both 
for the founding and earning on of the same ; and when in the infancy 
thereof it was in great hassard of being deserted, I was a means, 
through grace assisting me, to stop the flight of those few that were 
heere with me, and that by my utter deniall to goe away with them, 
who would have gon either for England, or mostly for Virginia, but 
thereupon stayed to the hassard of ouf lives." We rejoice that justice, 
though late, has been done to the venerable man, who, as founder and 
saviour of the infant colony, may proffer a double title to a place among 
the fathers of our Commonwealth. The whole work does credit to 
Mr. Thornton's zeal as an antiquary and candor as an historian. 



5. — The Female Prose-Writers of America. With Portraits, Bio- 
graphical Notices, and Specimens of their Writings. By John S. 
Haet, LL. D. New Edition, revised and enlarged. Philadelphia : 
E. H. Butler & Co. 1855. 8vo. pp. 536. 

We doubt whether this work could have been done better by any 
one man. We miss, indeed, some names that we should have inserted ; 
and we are inclined to think that some of the writers, thus placed in 
the van of their department of literature, are surprised to find them- 
selves famous. There are also a few slight oversights in the biograph- 
ical sketches, especially in defining the present status of some of the 
subjects. In some instances, also, the extracts are too short, either to 
fix the reader's interest, or to present a fair specimen of the writer's 
ability. But, with these insignificant abatements, we thank the compi- 
ler for a highly entertaining and truly valuable work. It has enlarged 
our knowledge, and enhanced our favorable estimate of the female prose- 
writers of our country. It at the same time indicates the tale, story, or 
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novel, as the form of composition toward which, with few exceptions, 
they tend, and in which they excel, alike in the power of easy and flu- 
ent narration, and in the didactic aim which is seldom wanting or ob- 
scure, and as seldom obtrusive or awkwardly managed. 



6. — The Epistle of Paul to the Romans ; with a Commentary and Re- 
vised Translation, and Introductory Essays, by Abiel Abbot 
Livebmore. Boston: Crosby, Nichols, & Co. 1854. 12mo. 
pp. 256. 

This work should have had among the "Introductory Essays" a 
careful analysis of the Epistle ; and in our judgment the " Revised 
Translation " would have been more valuable, had there been a less 
rigid adherence to the phraseology of King James's translators, and 
especially had paraphrase been resorted to in the rendering of some of 
the obscurer passages. Dignity of style, also, is in some instances too 
freely sacrificed to familiarity of- illustration. But the Commentary is 
deserving of the highest praise for its thoroughness of research, its philo- 
logical accuracy, its candid exhibition of opposing views, and its perfect 
lucidness. The author's theological opinions of course affect his judg- 
ment as an expositor ; but those who regard the Epistle as designed to 
mediate between the Jewish and the Gentile portion of the Roman 
Church will seldom dissent from his conclusions, while those who look 
upon it as a compend of Christian doctrine may find him a safe and use- 
ful guide in the details of textual exegesis. 



7. — Lectures on the Evidences of Christianity, delivered in Philadel- 
phia, by Clergymen of the Protestant Episcopal Church, in the Fall 
and Winter of 1853 - 4. With an Introductory Essay, by Alon- 
zo Potter, D. D., LL. D., Bishop of the Diocese of Pennsylvania. 
Philadelphia : E. H. Butler & Co. 1855. 8vo. pp. 408. 

The crowning merit of this volume is its timeliness. And this is a 
merit which includes others of the highest order ; for the infidelity of 
our day is both learned and subtile, and can be met only by men pro- 
foundly conversant on the one hand with natural and metaphysical sci- 
ence, and on the other with the spirit of the age in its " many-sided- 
ness " and its vagaries. Scepticism does not now attach itself, as for- 
merly, to the face of the sacred record ; but draws its arguments from 



